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WestConnect Steering Committee Meeting #36

February 21, 2008   8:00am - 2:00pm

Nevada Power Company

6226 West Sahara Ave.

4th Floor - Meeting Room B

Las Vegas, NV  89146

   I.
Introductions – All   McMorran gave info on meeting arrangements
  II.
Determination of a Quorum - Deise

  III.
Approval of Agenda – All   Deise added item 7c in response to Shelton request.  The revised agenda was approved unanimously 
 IV.
Approval of Meeting #35 Minutes – Beck Notes were sent out after last meeting,  subsequent to sending out Malone indicated that EPE supported the vote and extended trade mark for six months.    Legal subcommittee will review issue of trade name versus trade mark.  Minutes with Malone’s footnote approved unanimously.
  V.
Communications Subcommittee - Reinhold/Wooley




A.  Communications of Pricing Experiment to Stakeholders 



B.  Identification of Stakeholder Segments & Outreach Efforts   Wooley handed out a matrix (similar to SPP process) to solicit input on where SC feels WC is and where we should be and are any categories missing.   Wooley reported on outcome of the input on the matrix.  For column 1 split between level 1 and 2 as to where we are at with a goal of between level 3 and 4.  For Regulators at level 2 with a goal to get to level 4.  Same for owners and network customers column.  For other stakeholders  column feel we are straddling 2 and 3 with a goal to 4 or 5.  For Governmental concerns straddling level 1 and 2 with a goal of reaching level 3.  Wooley will write up a summary for distribution to group.     
 VI.
Finance Report – Deise  Gardanier could not make the meeting, Deise had e-mailed report out.  Deise reported for January under by $8,000.  On page 2 new calculations with TANC included.  Updates were included regarding TANC.  SC was a typical month.  Pie chart was updated to include Western.  Gardanier is continuing to work on stopping the extraneous APS statements being sent out to members.  No members are behind on payments.   Shelton raised the issue regarding “adjustment” of numbers.  Suggestion made that policy statement from the SC might be helpful to address issue of what numbers should be used – such as use regulatory reported number (EIA or FERC) adjusted only for load served outside of WC footprint.   Shelton will circulate a proposed policy statement for action at the next SC meeting.  
For Planning January was over budget by $21,000 due to level of activity in January.  Most of overage is due to report preparation.     
VII.
Project Manager's Report - Reinhold



A.  Monthly Activities – Reinhold  Reinhold had sent out his monthly report to the group.  WC hosted subregional planning group meeting on Feb. 11th.  Good attendance for the meeting including Columbia Grid,  INTAC, Steve Walton from TEPPC, Grace Anderson by phone.  Jerry D. Smith demonstrated Google Map representation of projects in WC.   Discussion of processes and products took place at end of meeting. Group did not set future meeting date at this point.   There may have been too much discussion of TEPPC and less of the coordination of subgroups which was the intent of the meeting.  WC is ahead of the curve on its planning process so at this time has more to share than other groups.   
Reinhold will be speaking at Infocast session in March.  Direction for the session is that no ppt will be used.  

Reinhold has been invited to present WC status at session of wind conference (last hour before conf. closes)
B. Smith suggested Reinhold attend next TEPPC meeting.


B.  Market Enhancement Initiatives




      1.  Pricing – Richardson  Workgroup met on the 20th.  Group eliminated average regional rate from consideration for experiment.  Group has eliminated daily so just have hourly.  Pricing group recommends eliminating firm due to significant programming that would be required by OATI.  Also would have impact on load calculations and native load (load ratio share of network customers).  Offering daily has an issue with sliding hour.  WC wesTTrans technical committee looking at timing issues relative to offering.   Kassarjian asked for a write-up on the Pricing Workgroup recommendation.  Lamoreaux will redraft participation agreement as well regional tariff and FERC petition for declaratory order documents for circulation to legal subcommittee and pricing subcommittee next week (Reinhold will circulate to SC).  This request for declaratory order is structured for filing under Reinhold’s signature unlike previous filings made by WC.  Plan to get to FERC staff by March 7.  Schedule meeting with them on March 24th.  Plan to file with FERC in April, hopefully with signed participation agreement.  There is withdrawal language to get out of agreement at any time prior to start of experiment.  Due to changes in proposal, those who have indicated in past that they will not participate may have interest in participating (City of Vernon concerns are greatly reduced).    Wooley raised concerns from Excel counsel that there are not enough citations etc. in the proposed documents.  Members indicated that outside counsel that have reviewed are comfortable with where the documents are at.  



      2.  Virtual Control Area - Smith, JW  Since last meeting three members have signed ADI agreement.  APS, PNM, Sierra.  Other parties are in review stage.  BCTC is cutting over their EMS system.  APS plans to suspend receipt of signal until EMS changes are ready.  June 1 is projected implementation.  APS plans to be using by June 1.  Moved 25 MW up to 30 MW.  



      3.  Transmission Products – Taylor  Three prong approach to planning redispatch – getting with OATI on the 29th via a webconference to look at existing bulletin board to see what it can do.  Work continues on document regarding redispatch.  Continuing to go through order 890 A for items of interest.   



      4.  Flow Based Market Investigation – Taylor  Need to restart efforts.
C NERC Compliance workgroup – Shelton  Each month at Western Shelton hosts internal conference call and one topic was whether WC had considered forming a NERC compliance workgroup.  Western has such a group internally.  Western’s compliance person has volunteered to chair such a group if there is interest.   Harper indicated there is such a group already started at a western interconnection-wide level.   Group had general discussion that ability to attend meetings is limited and willingness to share information is somewhat limited.  Each entity should consult within their organizations and we will discuss further in future.
VIII.
Project Updates




A.  Regional Planning – Harper  Harper reported that per the WC agreements the SC should be approving the reports of the Planning Committee.  He asked R. Smith and JD Smith to report on the plan and report that were approved by the Planning Management Committee. 



      1.  Approval of Transmission Plan and Report - Smith, JD/Smith, R  R. Smith discussed annual planning meeting that was held in Las Vegas.  Some stakeholders were present representing users as well as parties interested in future planning efforts.  Planning Management Committee approved the 2007 report and 2008 plans that WC has contracted for.  The Committee also approved direction of subgroup efforts.  J.D Smith passed out CD copies of planning documents that were approved at annual meeting and reviewed the contents of the documents.    He also explained and demonstrated the Google Earth mapping that is available on the WC website to map projects in the plan.   Harper made a motion to approve the 2007 Transmission Plan, the 2007 Transmission planning report, the 2007 planning guidelines Exhibit 1 and exhibit A as well as the errata sheet all of which were approved by the Planning Management Committee at the annual meeting.  The motion was seconded and approved unanimously.



      2.  Budget/Expense Report – Deise  



B.  TTC Process - Smith, JW  JW Smith will be working with Bob Smith to transition the TTC process over to the Planning Committee.



C.  ATC/CBM/TRM Implementation Documents (ID) - Smith, JW  ATC documents have been posted by NERC (Feb 1st) for review and will then to go into ballot process (Mar 3rd).  Mod 29 is important for the west and should be supported by WC.
 IX.
Website – Reinhold System to allow self subscription and “newsletter” development underway.   Website will provide notification of updated information on website to those who self subscribe to various parts of website.   Preliminary invoices from website developer for first 3 months of work is about $7,500.  Cost should backdown into the $750 to $1,500 range after that.   
  X.
Legal Subcommittee - Lamoreaux




A.  Lobbying Legislation   Lamoreaux reported on input from outside legal counsel regarding some efforts regarding FERC backstop authority and renewable credit extension.  Some input from Excel and APS that they do not feel FERC discussions are an issue but SRP identified certain levels of activity that might fall under the legislation.  Discussion of how do we respond to legal concerns that Reinhold may have.  First level is the legal subcommittee.  To extent there is a concern after that Reinhold can raise with SC.
 XI.
Meeting Schedule Attachment 1 – Deise  Reinhold will check with IID on San Diego scheduling
XII.
Action Items - Beck

· Legal subcommittee to review trade mark / trade name issue
· Communications subcommittee will further develop matrix based on input from this meeting.  Wooley to summarize results of input.  
· Shelton to circulate policy statement on provision of transmission numbers to SC for review and consideration for next SC meeting.  
· Richardson to write up results of Pricing Workgroup
· All should start process of getting managements on board to sign pricing participation agreement in early April.  Reinhold will circulate pricing documents once received from Lamoreaux.  
· All to consider concept of WC NERC compliance workgroup formation and/or asses participation in Western Interconnection Compliance Forum.

XIII.
Adjournment

Attachment 1

WestConnect Steering Committee Meeting 2008 Schedule

Date






Location

March 20





San Diego

April 14 APS will host




Teleconference

May 15th





Albuquerque

June 19






Salt Lake City

July 24






Denver (TriState)

August 21





Teleconference

September 25





Reno

October 23





Sacramento

November 13





El Paso

December 18





Teleconference

Attendees:

	
	Name
	Company
	Phone
	e-mail

	1
	Cary Deise
	APS
	(602) 250-1232
	Cary.deise@aps.com

	2
	Jim McMorran
	SPPC/NPC
	775-834-4640
	jmcmorran@sppc.com

	3
	Ed Beck
	TEP
	520-745-3197
	ebeck@tep.com

	4
	Dave Shelton
	WAPA
	(801) 524-4012
	shelton@wapa.gov

	5
	Charles Reinhold
	WestConnect
	(208) 253-6916
	reinhold@globalcrossing.net

	6
	Joe Taylor
	Xcel energy
	303-308-6162
	joseph.c.taylor@xcelenergy.com

	7
	Tim Wooley
	Xcelenergy.com
	303-571-7227
	Timothy.b.woolley@xcelenergy.com

	8
	Jerry W Smith
	APS
	602-250-1135
	Jerry.Smith@aps.com

	9
	Jim Rein 
	SW Transco
	520-586-5116
	jrein@swtransco.coop

	10
	Dave Lamoreaux
	TEP
	(520) 884-3655
	dlamoreaux@tep.com

	11
	Sheryl Torrey
	Sierra
	702-367-5888
	Torrey@nevp.com

	12
	Jim Beck
	TANC
	(916) 631-4098
	Jim_beck2@hotmail.com

	13
	Vicken Kasarjian
	SMUD
	(916) 732-5727
	vkasarj@smud.org

	14
	Lynn Richardson
	WAPA
	970-461-7440
	lerichrd@wapa.gov

	15
	Curtis Hutchinson
	EPE
	915-543-4354
	chutches@epelectric.com

	16
	Dennis Malone
	EPE
	915-543-5757
	dmalone@epelectric.com

	17
	Kelly Potter
	APS
	(602) 250-2512
	Kelly.potter@aps.com

	18
	Gary Harper
	SRP
	(602) 236-4343
	gary.harper@srpnet.com

	
	On Phone:
	
	
	

	17
	Chuck Garcia
	PNM
	505-241-4939
	Charles.garcia@pnmresources.com
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